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COPIES OF DEPOSITIONS

Copies of depositions are usually supplied by the
clerk of the court to both the prosecution and the
defence upon payment of the usual fees. Only the
defendant, however, can claim them as of right and
then only after he has been committed for trial
(Indictable Offences Act, 1848, s. 27).

Whenever possible a complete copy of the
depositions should be obtained. An exact know-
ledge of what they contain and also the precise
words alleged to have been used in statements is
often of the greatest value later at the trial.

How true this is a study of Marjoribanks' Life of
Marshall Hall will reveal. Sir Edward studied the
depositions until he found the weak points of the
prosecution. Time after time he was able in this
way to secure an acquittal at the trial for charges
which upon the evidence as it appeared in the
depositions looked like certain convictions.

(4) COMMITTAL AND SUBSEQUENT
PROCEEDINGS

COMMITTAL OR DISCHARGE

After all the depositions have been taken, the
court must decide whether it thinks there is
sufficient evidence to justify the committal of the
defendant to trial. By s. 25 of the Indictable
Offences Act, 1848, "if the justices shall be of
opinion that the evidence is not sufficient . . .
they shall forthwith order the accused to be
discharged" : but if they think "such evidence is
sufficient" or "if the evidence raised a strong or